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Gabriela A. Buitrón Vera (Ph.D. University of  Colorado, Boulder, 
2020) is a Lecturer of  Spanish at Binghamton University, SUNY. Her 
research draws together debates about Mexico, visual culture, dis-
courses of  the nation, disaster, and Latinx narratives. Her forthcoming 
article in The Oxford Research Encyclopedia of  Latin American History ex-
amines comic book depictions of  the Mexico City Earthquake of  1985 
to argue that a careful reading of  popular culture can help us examine 
20th and 21st century discourses of  the nation in Mexico, Latin Amer-
ica, and beyond. 

Alexander M. Cárdenas (Ph.D. University of  Colorado-Boulder, 
2020) is a Visiting Assistant Professor of  Spanish at Colorado College. 
His academic research and teaching interests include colonial and con-
temporary Latin American literature, Amerindian literature, late medi-
eval and early modern religions and cultures, race and ethnicity studies, 
decolonial and transatlantic studies, and phenomenology. 

Quan Manh Ha and Mia Tompkins are both from the University of  
Montana, where Quan Manh Ha is professor of  American Literature 
& Ethnic Studies. His research fields include multiethnic US litera-
tures, Vietnam War literature, and literary translation. His articles have 
appeared in various journals such as Short Fiction in Theory and Practice, 
Asian American Literature: Discourses and Pedagogies, Ethnic Studies Review, 
and Southeast Asian Studies. He has published two books: Other Moons: 
Vietnamese Stories of  the American War and Its Aftermath (Columbia UP, 
2020) and Luminous Nights: Pioneering Vietnamese Short Stories (La Fré-
millerie, France, 2021). Mia Tompkins graduated from the University 
of  Montana in 2019 with a B.A. in English with a concentration in 
Literature and a minor in Climate Change Studies. She was Professor 
Ha’s research assistant.
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Victoria Vygodskaia-Rust (Ph.D. Washington University in St. Lou-
is) is an independent scholar. Her research interests include fashion 
under totalitarian regimes, New Women of  the Weimar Republic, Aus-
trian-Jewish author Vicki Baum, and film in Putin’s Russia. Rust has 
previously published her work in German Studies Review and Studies in 
20th & 21st Century Literature. She is currently writing a book analyzing 
influences of  Nietzsche in the works of  the early-twentieth-century 
writer Anastasia Verbitskaia. 


